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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Department Financial Report

Marine Corps League, Department of West Virginia Hershel “Woody” Williams Scholarship Foundation:
17 Jul 2012 beginning balance: $18,406.85  Deposits: $0    Debits: $0
Interest: $4.24
15 Aug 2012 ending balance: $18,411.09
Please send all scholarship donations to John Nanny,  P.O. Box 2121, Wheeling, WV 26003-0234.
Marine Corps League, Department of West Virginia General Account and Paymaster Report: 
17 Jul 2012 statement beginning balance: $7,457.26  Deposits: $115.00   Debits: $1,398.84  Electronic debit: 
$50.00
15 Aug 2012 statement ending balance: $6,123.42

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
2014 National Convention in Charleston, WV

By a vote of more than 800 to 30, Charleston was awarded host city for the 2014 National Convention over 
Alexandria, VA, during the 2012 MCL National Convention in Mobile, AL. Charleston Convention & Visitors 
Center President/CEO Alisa Bailey, CCVC Sales Manager Todd Morris (also MCL Associate member), 
Charleston Mayor Danny Jones (Marine) and Woody Williams presented the bid to the membership. Your 
National Convention Committee members Woody Williams, Owen Stout, Rick Given, James Ingram, Mike 
McLain, Roger Ware and Todd Morris were all instrumental in gaining the bid. These members have brain 
stormed ideas through numerous meetings, phone calls and emails and the results proved their efforts paid off.

Now that the site has been awarded, an enormous amount of work remains in preparation for holding the 
convention in Charleston. Every member in the Department is a salesman and can help enhance the attendance 
and prestige of the convention by spreading the word and encouraging members to make plans on attending the 
convention. Be positive and professional in helping spread accurate information about the convention. 
Information will be passed in the newsletter and various trade announcements and ads listing the hotels and 
what activities are available.

The headquarters hotel is the Charleston Embassy Suites with a room rate of $114 plus 12% room tax and 
includes free breakfast, Internet and parking.  The overflow hotel is the Charleston Marriott Town Center with a 
room rate of $119 plus 12% room tax and includes free breakfast, Internet and parking. The phone numbers and 
date that reservations can be made will be posted when the hotels determine. The usual date is one year in 
advance.



In the future each of our Detachments can help by selling ads for the ad booklet given to  every attendee and we 
are hoping every Detachment purchases a full-page ad. The ad prices for a full page for the 2012 convention 
was $116. National sets the price for the ads. We can have our own host Detachment Ships Store and can 
include items for sale or raffle which do not conflict with National Ships Store. More information will be 
provided and additional members will be asked to serve on various sub-committees in support of the 
Department Convention Committee.

This convention places Charleston on the national stage, will serve as an excellent venue for further tourism and 
has the potential to have the largest member of attendees ever. We expect several hundred Devil Dogs to come 
to Charleston for advancement to Pedigree Devil Dogs during the Supreme Growl. This will be the 75th 
anniversary of the Military Order of the Devil Dogs and every member will receive a special commemorative 
medallion or coin. 

Our desire is to maintain a professional attitude by using our collective leadership experience to make the 2014 
National Convention in Charleston memorable for everyone. Please pass this information to everyone in your 
Detachment and start thinking about coming to the 2014 National Convention.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
2012 Proposed Bylaws and Administrative Procedures Summary

The below is a summary of the changes from 2012 National Convention in Mobile, AL:
  Bylaws Changes

 1. Rejected; involved bids for the National Convention.
 2. Rejected; this would have required the National Bylaws in a PDF format placed on the National website.
 3. Approved; that each Detachment shall hold an annual election of officers between Sept. 1 - May 15.
 4. Rejected; involved a member who was formerly stricken due to suspension.
 5. Approved; involved bonding and insurance covering and chartering new off-shore Detachments.
 6. Rejected; involved membership eligibility and those serving less than 90 days.
 7. Approved; involved membership application and obtaining Form DD-214.
 8. Approved; involved delinquent members in excess of one year.
 9. Approved; involved member-at-large.
10. Approved; National will now take $50, vice $30, for new Life Member fees.
11. Rejected; involved Life Members with severe disabilities.
12. Withdrawn; involved Life Membership annual interest lowered to 1/4 from 1/3.
13. Rejected; involved changing “employee” to “employer” for the EIN.

Administrative Procedure Changes
  1. Approved; involved submission of IRS Form 990-N to comply with IRS regulations.
  2. Rejected; involved e-mail and facsimile acceptability for inquiring about grievances     and disciplinary 
protocol.
  3. Approved; involved Chapter 9, Section 909 that respondent has 10 days to file written response to a 
grievance.
 4. Approved; requires hearing boards to have a reporter to keep a record of proceedings by audio tape or digital 
recording.
 5. Rejected; involved Hearing Board to wear MCL uniform.
 6. Rejected; involved having “month/year” added on National roster for members suspended.
 7. Approved; involved adding wording “and/or expulsion” and changed sentence to specify period of time to 
read “the period specified by adjudication.”
 8. Rejected; involved offenses in Chapter 9.
 9. Approved; involved administrative expulsion of member convicted of felony and gives the member a right to 
resign MCL in lieu of having charges filed.
 10. Rejected; requires National JA to keep a national depository of National grievances and charges.
11. Approved; involved sample letters and instructions in formally listing grievances and/or disciplinary charges 
as per Chapter 9. Adds Attachment 5 to Chapter 9.
12. Rejected; involved distribution of Bylaws and AP procedures.



Uniform Code, Enclosure 3
  1. Rejected; involved wearing more than three DOD medals.
  2. Rejected; involved wearing medallion other than MCL Uniform Code authorized.
  3. Approved; involved placement, location, style and size of lettering on MCL cover.
  4. Rejected; involved MODD patch on sleeve vice the flag.
  5. Approved; involved wearing of covers with past elected office titles on them.
  6. Withdrawn; involved lapel pins.
  7. Withdrawn; involved mounting of miniature medals.

 Uniform Code, Enclosure 4
  1. Rejected; involved Marine of the Year Medal.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Department Quarterly Meeting Sep 15

The Department Quarterly meeting will be 10 a.m. Sep 15 in Clarksburg, WV at the WV State Veterans Nursing 
Facility adjacent to the VA Medical Center.  Coffee and donuts will be available with pizza and soft drinks for 
lunch. Department Officer meeting at 0930. Pack Growl will follow meeting. Detachments are required to send 
a representative to all Quarterly meetings and give their respective Detachment report. This report period should 
cover from the Department Convention in May through Sep 15. Your report should include total paid and 
unpaid members and what steps you have done to contact the unpaid members. Included within your report 
should be comments about recruitment and retention of members; whether your detachment’s IRS 990-N efile 
been completed and a copy sent to National Adjutant Thoburn; whether your annual Life Member (PLM) audit 
has been completed and a signed copy forwarded to Dept Adj/Paymaster Gill; whether your annual Corporate 
Report been completed; whether your Detachment supported anyone or a unit serving with Operations Iraqi 
Freedom or Enduring Freedom or support with returning units; whether your Detachment implemented Bylaws 
and Leadership Training into your membership; whether your Detachment provided any support for the 
Wounded Warrior Program or Marine 4 Life Program; and any significant events or activities in which your 
members participated. National is focusing on these activities and the Department has to report on these before 
the next Mid-Winter National Staff Conference.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Certificate of Insurance

National MCL HQ will mail a copy of the Commercial General Liability Insurance certificate from Rust 
Insurance Agency, LLC to the Department and all Detachments. The period of coverage is Sept 1, 2012 to Sept 
1, 2013. The Certificate of Insurance should be kept in your permanent files. This insurance is designated to 
protect you against claims alleging negligence that causes injuries to third parties (persons other than members). 
It does not cover lawsuits brought against a member by another. The policy also excludes any injury to 
participants in athletic events or other sports activities.  The insurance provided normally takes care of events, 
parades and other activities in which the Detachment members participate but does not provide coverage for the 
Detachment or its members as sponsors of an event.  This is why it’s important that the Detachments ensure 
they have Marine Corps League members represent the Detachments. This is not and was never intended to be 
an accident policy for the members.



2012 National Convention Summary
Almost 1,100 delegates (not counting Associates and Auxiliary members) were in attendance at the 89th 

National Convention in Mobile, AL. This is believed to be the largest national convention for the MCL. PDC 
Woody Williams, Rick Given, Owen Stout, Richard Lipscomb, Richard Hershberger, MCL member and 
Charleston Mayor Danny Jones, Associate member and Charleston Visitors and Convention Center Sales 
Manager Todd Morris, Dept. Jr Vice Commandant James Ingram, PDC and MED ANVC Mike McLain and Jr 
Past Department Commandant Roger Ware  represented the Department of WV at the National Convention in 
Mobile. The Dept of WV was awarded the National Jr Vice Commandant’s Citation for Membership. The 
following Detachments were awarded the same citation: Hicks-Hamrick Det 339, Huntington Det 340, 
Monongalia County Det 342, Danny M. Greene Det 577, All County Det 891, Herbert J. Thomas Det 947, L.D. 
“Crow” Crawford Det 956, Mountaineer Marine Det 957, DHL Det 981, Eastern Panhandle Det 1143 and 
MGM Det 1180. A total of 153 Devil Dogs were initiated and advanced to Pedigreed Devil Dog status during 
the Military Order of the Devil Dogs Supreme Growl. The 89th National Convention Mobile, AL, flag streamers 
were given to Dept of WV, L.D. “Crow” Crawford Det 956 and Wood County Det 1087. 
The newly elected National officers are: Commandant Jim Tuohy, National Sr Vice Commandant John 
Kovalcik, National Jr Vice Commandant: Richard Gore and National Judge Advocate Benjamin Cero. The 
National Marine of the Year is Jack Severn from Dept of MD. The Kennel Dog of the year is Bernie O’Dell 
from Texas Pack.  MODD Kennel Officer from Dept of WV is Kennel Deputy Police Dog Mike McLain.  

AT THE CONVENTION --  MED Adjutant Roger Ware of Leland D. "Crow" Crawford Detachment 956 and MED 
ANVC Mike McLain of Wood County Detachment 1087 attended the MCL National Convention in Mobile, AL.



SHOWING APPRECIATION -- A certificate of appreciation for support of Wood County Detachment 1087 was 
presented to Parkersburg Mayor Bob Newell by member Mike Francis, second from left. Detachment members attending 
the ceremony are, from left, Sgt.-at-Arms Gary Matlack, Jr. Vice Commandant Ed Westfall, Commandant Mike McLain 

and Chaplain Bernie Lyons.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Lejeune Water Bill Signed into Law  
President Obama said the United States has a sacred duty to protect its men and women in uniform, even when 
the dangers lurk on the bases where they lived. The president signed a bill into law August 6, 2012, that 
provides health benefits to Marines and family members exposed to contaminated drinking water at Camp 
Lejeune from 1957 to 1987.
“I think all Americans feel we have a moral, sacred duty toward our men and women in uniform,” Obama said 
in an Oval Office ceremony before signing the Honoring America’s Veterans and Caring for Camp Lejeune 
Families Act. “They protect our freedom, and it’s our obligation to do right by them. This bill takes another 
important step in fulfilling that commitment.”
The bill passed Congress last week with bipartisan support. Health officials believe as many as 1 million people 
may have been exposed to tainted groundwater at the base along the North Carolina coast.
Jerry Ensminger of Elizabethtown was one of those affected and attended Monday’s ceremony. He led the fight 
for information about the water problems at Camp Lejeune since his daughter, Janey, died in 1985 at the age of 
9 of a rare form of childhood leukemia. Other soldiers, who suffered from a rare form of male breast cancer, 
also said the government spent years trying to hide the problem and the poor response by officials.
“Some of the veterans and their families who were based in Camp Lejeune in the years when the water was 
contaminated will now have access to extended medical care,” Obama said. “And, sadly, this act alone will not 
bring back those we’ve lost, including Jane Ensminger, but it will honor their memory by making a real 
difference for those who are still suffering.”
Documents show Marines leaders were slow to respond when tests in the early 1980s show higher than normal 
levels of contaminates in ground water and the base, likely caused by leaking fuel tanks and an off-base dry 
cleaner.
“The Marines affected by this tragedy have sacrificed to keep our country safe,” Sen. Kay Hagan, D-N.C., said 
in a statement. “I am pleased that today, we are ensuring that our veterans and their family members are taken 
care of in their time of need.”



APPOINTED -- Medal of Honor recipient Hershel Woodrow "Woody" Williams of Huntington Detachment 340 was 
appointed by Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin to the West Virginia Veterans' Council, a coalition of veterans who advise the 

governor and West Virginia Legislature on veterans' issues and concerns.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Military Challenge Coin History
Many may not even know what a “challenge coin” is or how they are used within the modern-day military 
ranks, but their use is highly prevalent in many arenas. Members of the U.S. Armed Forces have a long-standing 
tradition of carrying such coins that symbolize unit identity and brotherhood. Each piece usually bears unique 
unit symbols or mottos that identify the group in which they represent, and are often traded, presented, and 
collected between unit members. Challenge coins capture the very essence of military affiliation and instill 
pride to those that carry them. 

Depending on who you ask, the “challenge coin” has historical roots dating back from 50 to nearly 100 years. 
The most documented and familiar story about these coins comes from an American fighter pilot who was shot 
down during World War I and forced to land in hostile German territory. The pilot was subsequently captured 
and temporarily held in a detention facility that was later attacked by British Forces. This attack afforded the 
American an opportunity to later escape. At some point after his escape, and without many of his personal 
belongings with him, the American was confronted by French soldiers who detained him. He was presumed to 
be a German at the time, which led the French to nearly take his life. The American plead with the French 
officer that he was indeed an ally, and presented a challenge coin he had received from his lieutenant some time 
before being deployed. The coin was struck with the American’s unit insignia and other identifying marks. The 
French officer immediately recognized the insignia on the coin and postponed any plans to take the American’s 



life until his identity was validated. Later, the pilot was released, and the legend has it that the challenge coin 
presented to his would-be French executioner saved his life. 

Today, the popularity of the challenge coin has evolved into more than just a mark of representation for military 
personnel. They are actively traded among active-duty, retired, and civilian personnel within government 
agencies. It has also become customary to present a challenge coin to dignitaries and special guests to certain 
locations as a sign of welcome and respect. Presidents William Clinton, George W. Bush and Barack Obama 
have minted challenge coins to present to White House guests and diplomats of foreign countries. The tradition 
has expanded to other countries as well, to include Canada, the United Kingdom, and Australia. 
Over the years, military coins have evolved from seemingly simple designs to more complex and colorful 
varieties. This can mainly be attributed to the advances in manufacturing techniques that have been perfected 
over the years. One of the earliest challenge coins known to exist was a simple, die-struck brass coin with a 
faint emblem  
and barely discernible text. Modern coins are manufactured in a fashion that allows each to display three-
dimensional images that rival the detail found on actual currency. Virtually every element of a custom coin now 
can be tailored to suit individual preferences. Some of the more popular features of challenge coins made in the 
last 10 years include numbering, specialty edging, and photographic inserts, which allow an actual picture to be 
affixed to one or both sides of a coin. Throughout the career of an armed services member, he or she will have 
the potential to encounter and receive a substantial number of challenge coins. For example, the U.S. Air Force 
holds a coin ceremony for its cadets upon graduation, and for many airmen, this is the first of many they will 
hold dear during their service term. 

Major news agencies have recently covered the presentation of challenge coins by high-ranking officials to war 
heroes upon their return from duty in Iraq and Afghanistan. Such media awareness has helped to create an 
increasing popularity of these coins in venues beyond the military as well. Law enforcement and firefighter 
organizations have followed suit by distributing challenge coins to their staff for recognition and achievement 
purposes. Many have recognized that a small, personalized token can build unity among a team, which also 
promotes morale along the way. There is no doubt that challenge coins have a significant and deep-seeded role 
within many military organizations here in the United States and abroad. It has been said that only those who 
have served and received a coin for certain accomplishments will truly appreciate their meaning, but along the 
way it is clear that this closely held tradition has evolved and expanded outside the military. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The Marine and his Hook 

So a Marine walked into a bar, and the bartender said, "Hey, I haven't seen you in a while, What happened? You 
look terrible." 
"What do you mean?" said the Marine, "I feel fine." 
"What about the wooden leg? You didn't have that before." 
"Well," said the Marine, "We were in a battle, and I got hit with a cannon ball, but I'm fine now." 
The bartender replied, "Well, OK, but what about that hook? What happened to your hand?" 
The Marine explained, "We were in another battle. I boarded a ship and got into a sword fight with some 
pirates. My hand was cut off. I got fitted with a hook but I'm fine, really." 
"What about that eye patch?" 
"Oh," said the Marine, "One day we were at sea, and a flock of birds flew over. I looked up, and one of them 
crapped in my eye." 
"You're kidding," said the bartender. "You couldn't lose an eye just from bird poop." 
"It was my first day with the hook." 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



HONORING NAVAJO CODE TALKERS -- Wood County Detachment 1087 of Parkersburg, top photo, sponsored a 
special ceremony Aug. 5 at City Park Pavilion to honor U. S. Marines who served in World War II as part of the Navajo 

code talkers, known today as the Wind Talkers. Featured in the event were the Kootoga Indian Dancers who gave a dance 
presentation to honor and remember the Wind Talkers. The dance troupe displays its colorful array of Indian clothing, 

lower photo. An estimated 100 people attended the presentation.



Vet Long Term Health
Men who served in the military carry a heavier health burden than non-veterans. According to a CDC report 
released  August 2, 2012. veterans are significantly more likely to have two or more chronic diseases, such as 
diabetes, heart disease, and high blood pressure, as well as other health problems. Nearly 1 in 5 vets between 
the ages of 45 and 54 reported at least two chronic conditions compared to less than 15% of non-veterans. Close 
to 1 in 3 former service members who are 55 to 64 said they had more than one chronic disease compared to 
one-quarter of men who never served. "The effects of military service on physical and psychological health, 
especially after extended overseas deployments, are complex," write the researchers. "There may also be long-
term consequences of military service for the health and health care utilization of veterans as they age." 
The report was produced by the National Center for Health Statistics, a division of the CDC. It draws on data 
from the 2007-2010 National Health Interview Survey, and it covers veterans aged 25 to 64, directly comparing 
their health with that of non-veterans. "Overall," the researchers write, "veterans aged 25-64 appear to be in 
poorer health than non-veterans, although not all differences in health are significant for all age groups." While 
younger veterans those aged 25 to 34  showed few differences with their non-veteran counterparts, some 
significant disparities appear as they get older. "The health differences that appear at older ages suggest that the 
effects of military service on health may appear later in life," the researchers write. Starting at age 35, veterans 
report having more work problems related to physical, mental, or emotional issues. As a group, 18% of veterans 
report that such problems limit the type or amount of work they can do, compared to 10% of non-veterans. This 
was especially pronounced among vets between the ages of 45 and 54. Veterans in that latter age group were 
also more likely to report other serious health problems. While veterans in general described their health as fair 
or poor more often than men who never served (16% compared to 10%), those between 45 and 54 were the 
most likely to do so. 
Serious psychological distress also struck 45 to 54-year-old veterans with greater frequency than other age 
groups. They were the only age group to report significantly higher amounts of such distress defined by the 
researchers' as "unspecified but potentially diagnosable mental illness"  compared to non-veterans. The 
researchers note that this report only considers "people with the most severe psychological distress. Other 
measures of mental health that capture a wider range of mental disorders might show more differences between 
veterans and non-veterans." Nearly 9 out of 10 surveyed men who served in the military carry health insurance. 
That's significantly higher than non-veterans, and, the authors write, it "may influence their access to health care 
and the likelihood of being diagnosed with various conditions." 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Calendar of Events

Department of WV, MCL Quarterly Meeting 10 a.m. Sep 15, 2012, in the conference room of the WV State Veterans 
Nursing Facility at VA Medical Center Clarksburg, WV.
Pack Growl will immediately follow meeting.

2012 Modern Day Marine Expo is Sept. 25-27, 2012 at MCB, Quantico, VA.  

2013 Midwinter National Staff Conference will be Feb 7-9, 2013 at Fairview Park Marriott in Falls Church, VA   Tel: 1-
703-849-9400 or toll free 1-800-246-8357. Advance payment room rate is $89.00 plus tax which is non refundable and 
does not include breakfast.

2013 Department Convention will be May 3-4, 2013 at Pullman Plaza in Huntington, WV hosted by Huntington 
Detachment 340.

2013 Mideast Division, Marine Corps League Annual Convention will be held June 28 – 30, 2013 in Hagerstown, MD.

2013 MCL National Convention will be August 4-9, 2013 at Amway Grand Plaza Hotel, 187 Monroe Ave. NW in Grand  
Rapids, MI. Reservations: 1-800-253-3590. Rooms $110 plus 14% tax per night includes free hot breakfast, self parking 
and Internet in guest room.

2014 MCL National Convention will be August 3 - August 9, 2014 at  Embassy Suites ($114.00 plus 12% tax) and 
Marriott Town Center  ($119.00 plus 12% tax) in Charleston, WV. Each hotel offers free breakfast, free parking and free 
internet with room. 

file:///modern-day-marine.shtml



